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The tragic death of the TRICERRI family 
During the morning hours of the sixth of June an airplane crash happened at Mingdu 
in China, eight minutes after the Tupolev Tu-154 took off at the airport of Xi-an with 
Canton as destination. We were all very sorry to hear that there were 160 victims. But 
we were shocked when we heard that our colleague and friend Franc0 Tricerri, his wife 
Pinuccia and their two children Francesca and Albert0 were among them. Franc0 and 
his family were travelling to Nanning where he was invited to read a series of lectures 
on Riemannian geometry and, in particular, on curvature theory. Two weeks before, I 
visited the family Tricerri in Firenze and they were all excited about the planned trip 
and the opportunity of discovering this country and its rich culture. Unfortunately, 
it ended with the tragic loss of two young children, a charming lady and a friendly 
colleague, gentlema,n and scholar. 
Many of his friends, colleagues and students came to Trino on Sunday June 19 to 
attend the funeral and to spend some time together with the family. A lot of other 
colleagues from all over the world expressed their sympathy via telephone calls, letters 
and electronic mail. Their gratefulness and sympathy were very touching for the family. 
It was a last good-bye to Franc0 and his family after a short but very rich life. 
Franc0 Tricerri was born in Vercelli on the first of October 1947. His family was 
living in the nearby community of Trino where he spent many years of his life. Pinuccia 
and her family were living in the same lovely village. In 1970 Franc0 obtained his first 
degree in mathematics after four years of study at the Universiti di Torino. He then 
immediately started his research as a grantee of the Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche 
and became assistant at his University in 1972 where he also started to lecture in 
1974. In 1978 he moved to the Politecnico di Torino where he became extra-ordinary 
professor in 1980. In 1984 he returned to his former university as ordinary professor of 
geometry for a period of two years, until he moved in 1986 to the Universita di Firenze 
where he stayed for the rest of his short life. 
Franc0 was a promising student and an excellent researcher who obtained in 1974 
the “Carmelo Longo Prize” and in 1979 the Prize “A. Bonavero per le Matematiche.” 
He was interested in all branches of mathematics and a highly appreciated teacher of 
algebra, calculus and geometry courses. In his own research he focused on differential 
geometry where he was particularly interested in curvature theory. He contributed 
to Riemannian, pseudo-Riemannian, complex and quaternionic geometry. His work 
started with some papers on almost Hermitian geometry which culminated in a fun- 
damental paper on the decomposition of the space of curvature tensors under the 
action of the unitary group. Later, he became interested in the study of harmonic 
spaces and this motivated his work on homogeneous, locally homogeneous and curva- 
ture homogeneous spaces. It led to the introduction and treatment of the notion of 
a homogeneous structure. Many of his influential papers focused on this topic. More- 
over, these aspects formed the basis for recent work on the geometry of the generalized 
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Heisenberg groups and their recently discovered Damek-Ricci harmonic extensions. It 
is a touching fact that I discussed with him the final manuscript of a monograph on 
this topic, jointly written with him and Juergen Berndt, during my visit in Firenze 
and Parma, two weeks before his death. 
The death of Franc0 Tricerri is a great loss for his students. He gave several lectures 
and courses for young researchers preparing for a doctoral degree personally guiding 
several of them. They appreciated very much his scholarship and his friendly support 
and constant help. 
The Italian mathematical community and, in particular, the Italian colleagues work- 
ing in differential geometry also lose a friend and very helpful colleague. Franc0 served 
this community at several places and on many occasions. He was an appreciated ex- 
pert in many committees and he organized several meetings where he invited a lot of 
experts from all over the world. In 1982 he became responsible for the first section of 
the Gruppo Nazionale per le Strutture Algebriche, Geometriche ed Applicazione and 
in 1985 he also became head of the national research project on differentiable mani- 
folds. Furthermore, he served as an editor of the Bollettino dell’ Unione Matematica 
Italiana and from the beginning he was a member of the editorial board of Differential 
Geometry and Its Applications. Through all this work and by giving invited lectures 
at several universities, symposia and congresses abroad, he also served in an excellent 
way the international mathematical community and played an important role in the 
development of modern differential geometry in his country. 
The death of Franc0 is a big loss for all of his close collaborators who always enjoyed 
working together with him. They all appreciated his knowledge of the field and were 
grateful for the friendly working atmosphere he created at all occasions. It always 
turned into a real and lasting friendship. 
It was a privilege to know Franc0 but we should never forget the charming character 
and kind help of his wife Pinuccia. Many of us were invited at their home in Trino or 
Firenze and are aware of her full support for France’s work. She was a lovely personality 
who dedicated as a teacher and a mother a lot of her time to her children at school 
and to her own promising children at home. She deserves our admiration. 
I met Franc0 for the first time in February 1974 and since then we constantly worked 
together. During the past twenty years my family and I visited him and his family very 
often, and they almost yearly stayed at my university and at my home. We became 
very close and the loss of the family Tricerri leaves us here with great sadness, but we 
will always remember and cherish the beautiful example they have set and the many 
nice and warm moments we have spent together in the sweets and bitters of life. 
May gratefulness be in our hearts and help us all to overcome our deep sorrow. 
Lieven Vanhecke 
The Unione Matematica Italiana decided to edit a volume of the Bollettino in memory of Franc0 
Tricerri. A detailed curriculum vitae will appear in that volume. 
